4th Annual

MONTANACATS.COM

Yellowstone Challenge Catfish Tournament
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           Huntley, Montana
         

           May 8th, 2010 11:00 a.m. 

           
             $50.00 Per Two-Person Team 

 Tournament will be capped at 60 two-person Teams

Calcutta is scheduled for Friday May 7th @ 7 PM. To be held in the Pryor Creek Bar and Cafe located North of the interstate at Huntley Project exit.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

1st Place - $700.00, Champion Trophies    6th Place - $250.00   

2nd Place - $500.00, Runner-up Trophies     7th Place - $200.00

3rd Place - $400.00



            8th Place - $150.00
4th Place - $350.00



            9th Place - $100.00
5th Place - $300.00




   10th Place - $50.00

11th-15th Place- Door prizes will be awarded        
Sumo Cat Award (Biggest Catfish) – $100.00 value door prize

                                  (All payout figures are based on a full 60-team field)
              Any Questions or for more information Contact: 

                                 Tyler (406)544-9961

                Or visit online at www.montanacats.com
4th annual montanacats.com Yellowstone Challenge Catfish Tournament- Saturday, May 8th 2010 Official Rules

1---When: Meeting begins at 11:00 A.M. on Saturday, May 8th 2010 

2---Where: The Pryor Creek Bar Parking Lot
3---Eligibility: The tournament is limited to 60 teams on a first come first serve basis. Contestants must enter as a two-person team. Absolutely no changes to teams may be made after the start of the Calcutta on Friday, May 7th at 7 P.M. Any person 14 years or younger must be accompanied by an adult 18 years of age or older. Each team member must sign this form.  Each member must have a valid MT fishing license. (You will be checked at the opening meeting by fish and game)

4---Entry fees and deadlines: Entry fee is $50.00 per team.  This will automatically enter you for the Sumo Cat contest. Entries are non-refundable and may not be resold. Mail-in entries must be received by Thursday, May 6th 2010. No entries will be accepted after the start of the Calcutta on the evening of Friday, May 7th 2010. 

5---Payment:  Can be made cash or check ($50.00).  Make Checks payable to Tyler George. 

Payment can be dropped off at: 



Or sent to:
Scheels - Customer Service Dept.


           Tyler George

300 S. 24th St. W. (Rimrock Mall location)

602 S. Brooks Street

Billings, MT 59101





Gillette, WY 82716
6---Mandatory Meeting: Will be held before and after the tournament. Opening meeting begins at precisely 11:00 A.M. This meeting covers the rules and regulations of the tournament and team ID’s. The second meeting begins at exactly 7:00 P.M. This will be the official weigh-in and award presentation. Failure to appear at either pre-tournament meeting or weigh-in meeting (on time) will result in disqualification.
7---Calcutta: There will be a Calcutta and Catfishing Social held Friday, May 7th 7:00 p.m. at the Pryor Creek Bar located in Huntley, MT.  The Calcutta will be an 85% payback event!!  It will payback the top five places.
8---Boundaries: The West boundary has changed since 2009.  

West boundary: South Hills fishing access (Blue Creek Road, turn left at Blue Basket, proceed .5 mile.)  

East boundary: Mouth of the Bighorn River near Bighorn, MT.

9---Limits: The limit is FOUR catfish per team. The total weight of all your catfish will determine who wins the tournament. (For example: Team #1 catches two catfish weighing a total of 8 lbs. and Team #2 catches their limit of 4 catfish totaling 7 lbs. (Team #1 has more weight even though they failed to catch their limit. If a team is in possession of more than four catfish during the tournament or at the weigh in station they will be disqualified. Culling will be allowed during the tournament hours. 

10---Catch and Release: All of the catfish caught during the tournament hours will be released back into the Yellowstone River.

11---Weigh-In: will begin at the weigh in station at exactly 7:00P.M. If you have not arrived you will be disqualified. Fish MUST be alive!!!! All dead fish will be discarded and not weighed. Tournament committee will determine weather a fish has been tampered with, altered in anyway, or caught on a setline and will disqualify them if needed. NO STRINGERS WILL BE ALLOWED AT THE WEIGH IN STATION, you must have the fish removed from stringers and in proper storage container or cooler before arrival. Fish on stringers will not be weighed. 

12---Fishing Hours: Contestants can only fish during tournament hours.  Pre-fishing is allowed up until Friday May 7th at 7:00 p.m.  Tournament Hours are 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 pm
13---Bait: Any bait is allowed during tournament hours.

14---Ties: The following will be used to break ties. The higher placing will be awarded to the team that caught their limit of four catfish, if both teams caught their limit, it will then be awarded to the team with the heaviest catfish.  Big fish contest will be split between the two winners if the weight of the catfish is the same.
15---Prizes and Awards: If less than 60 teams are entered, prizes will be reduced proportionally.  Based on 60 teams, prizes will be awarded as listed on the front of this application. 
16---State and Local Ordinances: All state and/or local ordinances will be enforced.  Violations will result in disqualification.

17---Identification: Team ID must be worn and visible at all times. A change to this years rules include teams being required to place team number stickers on boats in a visible location as to be easily identified by security boats. Fail to do so will result in disqualification. Shore anglers will also be required to have identification to be supplied by tournament staff. 

18---Declaration of Boat or Shore: ----This is a new rule for 2010---- Each team will be required to declare boat or shore on their entry form. Changes on this declaration may be made up until the beginning of our Calcutta on Friday, may 7th at 7:00 PM. Failure to adhere to your declaration will result in disqualification. (Example: Team #1 declares to fish from shore and chooses last minute to fish from a boat.)  Team #1’s choice to fish from a boat would result in a disqualification and banishment from all future Montana Cats events. In addition to declaring boat or shore: Every team fishing from a boat must have their vessel at the pre-tournament meeting. All boats must be accounted for and absolutely no boats are to be allowed in the water prior to release. If a team declares to fish by boat and that boat is not present during the pre-tournament meeting this act will result in a disqualification. The Montana Catfish Association asks that all boaters wash their hulls as a precautionary measure to stop the spread of zebra mussels. (wash area will be provided)
19---Staging fish:  During the weigh-in process teams will be required to form a line starting at the aerated fishing tanks to the right of our stage. Teams with bigger weights will be asked to weigh their fish last. There will be no discussion on this matter. If you are asked to weigh your fish last you will be required to do so. Teams are asked to prepare for weigh-ins with large aerated tanks or coolers to create a less stressful situation for your catches. If a team disputes the staging officials or takes a fish basket from the staging area this will be ground for disqualification.  (Example: Team #1 comes in with a heavy limit and has been asked to weigh their fish last. Team #1 disputes this request and demands that the fish be weighed immediately due to the poor condition of their fish.  Team #1 will be disqualified for disputing this request) Please take steps to ensure the safe release of your catches. 

20---Patrols and Officials: The tournament officials and security guards will consist of six individuals.  At the weigh in station these individuals will be in charge of weighing in the fish, recording the weights, interviewing, etc.  During the tournament hours there will be six security pickups on patrol.  These individuals will have the right to check your catch amount and approximate weight.  They may also count rods and check for any illegal fishing tactics. In addition to our bank security there will be 3 security jet boats on the river checking live-wells, proper identification, boundaries, etc. etc…. Please be respectful of our security staff and if checked during tournament hours cooperate with livewell checks and adhere to all tournament rules.

Additional rules

* If you wish to fish on private land seek permission from landowner.  * No Trotlines, Setlines, or Seining Nets, etc.   * Team members must stay together.  (No splitting up at any time.)  * Two rods per person          * Asking Catfish Security about other team’s weights is prohibited.  * No pre-marked spots                         * No other people, but the two fishermen on the team, are allowed at the fishing site at all times.                 * No fishing within 100 yards of another team during tournament hours. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

2010 MONTANACATS.COM Yellowstone Challenge Catfish Tournament Entry Form

(Please Print All Information Below To Assure Entry)

Name___________________________________ Name________________________________
Address_________________________________ Address_______________________________
City_____________________ State___________ City_______________________ State______
PhoneNo.________________________________ PhoneNo._____________________________
Age________  




          Age________
Our team plans to fish from: You must specify check box-New rule for 2010
Boat_(description of boat) (__________________________________ ____
Shore_(_____________________________________ __________________
Incomplete or unsigned applications will be returned! I (we) have read and understand the rules. I (we) release with our signature(s) all sponsors and officials concerned from any and all responsibility and liability.

Signature__________________________________ Signature__________________________________ Date__________





   Date____________
